Useful Phrases for Compressing Texts
	The text 
(story, article, poem, excerpt…)
	• is about…

• deals with…

• presents…

• describes…

	In the text 
(story, article, poem, excerpt…)
	• the reader gets to know…

• the reader is confronted with…

• the reader is told about…

	The author 
(the narrator)
	• says, states, points out that…

• claims, believes, thinks that… 

• describes, explains, makes clear that…

• uses examples to confirm/prove that…

• agrees/disagrees with the view/thesis…

• contradicts the view

• criticises/analyses/ comments on…

• tries to express…

• argues that…

• suggests that…

• compares X to Y…

• emphasizes his thesis by saying that…

• doubts that…

• tries to convince the readers that…

• concludes that…


	The structure of a text


 

• The texts consists of…./may be divided into…

• The introduction goes as far as line…/ In the first paragraph/exposition the author introduces…

• In the second part of the text/ paragraph/ stanza the author describes…

• Another example can be found in line…

• As a result…

• The climax/turning point is reached when…

• To sum up/ to conclude…

• In the conclusion, starting from line…, the author sums up the main ideas/ thesis…

• In his last remark/ with his last remark/statement the author concludes that…

Giving opinion

It seems to me that ... 
I would also say that ...

I am convinced that ...

There is no doubt that ...

I think that…
In my opinion \  in my own view  \  to my mind…
As far as I know…
To tell you the truth

From my personal point of view,

Contrasting

Another important distinction between … and … is that…

The essential difference is that…

Nevertheless 
However
But

On the contrary
On the other hand
Generalizing

Generally speaking,

On the whole,

In general,

All in all,

Basically,

Essentially,

As a rule,
Therefore,

As a result,

Consequently,

Thus,

So,
As a matter of fact

Marking sequence

First of all,

First of all, I would like to say that … 

To begin, … 
Finally, I want to say 
First, Second …

Firstly, Secondly…
The next thing to point out is that … 

In conclusion,

Therefore

Thus

To conclude,

To sum up  \  to summarize, we can say that
In the end we can add that … 
Adding Information
In addition…

Moreover

Related to these arguments is the critique that…

